Great heat began about the 20th of June, and continued till the end of the month. But on July 1, and daily to the 6th of the month, refreshing rains, amounting frequently in force to heavy showers, cooled the atmosphere and cleansed effectually the streets and drains. There was indeed less thunder and lightning, and less visible alteration of the electrical condition of the air, than usually accompanies a sudden decrease of temperature during the summer solstice; but still the change was pleasant and hopeful. No case of contagious cholera had been hitherto recorded. It is true that from May 28, when the Helvetia and her emigrants finally left our shores, no week's registry of deaths, with the exception of the two weeks ending the 2d and 23d of June, had been without a case of cholera; yet careful inquiry had satisfied the Medical Officer of Health that they were of the bilious type, or so purely sporadic .is neither to be due to contagion nor to have spread the virus in the families or neighbourhood ol the deceased. Indeed, in each of the other three weeks ending on the 9th, the 16th, and the 30th of June, the number of cholera deaths never exceeded one.
Had the hot days of June, by intensifying the conditions favourable to the development and propagation of the poison, at length produced the anticipated result, and caused the commencement of an epidemic ? Thi3 important question was too soon answered in the affirmative.
Although, according to the Medical Officer's reports, we find that during the week ending June 
